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In today’s session: 
 

1. Introduction 

2. Staff 

3. Debates Platform 

4. Registration 

5. Uploading a debate 

5. Q&A 



Zoom housekeeping 

■ Please keep on mute for the session  

■ Please use the chat function for questions while we go 

through the information  

■ Don’t worry, there will be time for questions at the end! 



The Concern Debates: The Basics 

■ The Concern Debates programme is 
now in its 38th year 

■ Over 25,000 students have taken part 

■ Over 20,000 debates organised  

■ Each year the Concern Debates Team 
organises over 560 unique debates 

■ 1300 volunteer adjudicator 
placements to mark debates 

■ We have 100 + post primary schools 
taking part each year 

■ In 2021-22 we will be keeping the 
league phase of the programme online 

■ Each school will debate three times in 
the league phase 

 

 



Introduction: Meet the team 

Click to add text 



Welcome to the Concern Debates programme 2021-22! 

 

■ This year the League Phase debates will be held virtually.  

 

■ However, in a change to last year, we are asking teachers to host 

debates live over Zoom and upload the videos to our new easy-to-

use debates platform for adjudicators to view and mark.  

 

 

 

 

 



How it works  

Confirm date & 
time with 

opposing school 

Record live over 
Zoom  

Upload to 
Debates 
Platform 

When you are the Proposition school instead of organising the 

physical debate, you contact the Opposition school to confirm a 

suitable date and time. You then record the Zoom debate and upload 

it onto the Concern Debates Platform. 



Changes this year… 

• League Phase comprised of three rounds 

 

• Debates will be live, recorded via Zoom 

 

• New platform for uploading videos 

 

 



Structure 

 

CUP competition, the top 16 placed schools on the League Table   

CUP 
Knock out 

CUP 
Quarter 
Finals 

CUP Semi 
Finals 

CUP Final, 
Thursday 
28 April 

 

SHIELD competition, schools placed 17-20 on the League Table   

SHIELD 
Semi 
Finals 

SHIELD 
Final, Wed 

9 March 



Zoom instructions 
 

 

 

How to record a zoom call 

 : https://www.youtube.com/watch

?v=lZHSAMd89JE 

 

 

 

Zoom help 

center : https://support.zoom.us/h

c/en-us/articles/360034967471-

Getting-started-guide-for-new-

users  
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New Debates Platform for Online Debate Submissions  

 

Concern Debates have developed an exciting online 

Debates Platform to allow schools to upload debates 

quickly and easily and allow adjudicators to view the 

debates securely.  

 

 





Registration 

Before using the Debates Platform, all schools must register with their email 

address and create a password. *You only have to do this once*   

1. Go to: https://debates.concern.net/ 

 

2. Under ‘Register’ enter the fields as listed: First Name, Last  
Name, Email, Password, Confirm Password and tick the box below 

(having viewed the policies outlined in the links). 

  

4.  Click the purple Register button. 
 

 

Note: The Debates Platform will be live from 4 October! 

https://concern.awardsplatform.com/


Completing Registration 

4. You will then be sent an email for 
verification. 

 

5. Click on the link to confirm your 
registration.  

 

6.  This will take you back to the 
homepage to login with your 
email and password. 

 

Registration complete! 

   

‘Forgot password’ button 



Creating your school account on the Debates Platform 

  

Once logged in, you will be 

taken to the homepage and 

see ‘My registrations’.   
 

Click on the purple button 

‘Start new registration’ 
 

 



Inputting your school details 

  

Enter your details under the 

‘Start here’ tab: Category is 
already inputted, enter your 

School name. 

 

 

  

Once the School name is 

entered, click the purple 

button ‘Save+next’. 
 

 



Inputting your school details continued 

This will take you to the next tab ‘School 
information.’  Enter your school details: 

Roll No. – for NI schools enter n/a 

Debates mentor name 

Email address  

 

Once all details are inputted, click on the 

purple ‘Submit registration’ button at the 
bottom. 

  

This will take you to a page saying 

‘Thanks for submitting your registration’ 
 

Your school account registration is 

now complete! 

 

 

 



Uploading a debate video 

Log in to your account. 

 

Once you log in, Click Review registrations at the 

left hand side.  

 

Click Video Upload 1/ 2 /3  

 

 

 



Uploading debate details 

Enter the debate details clearly:  

 

Proposition  

Opposition 

Motion 

 

 

 

Click on the Video purple 

button ‘Select File’. Select the 
file- you will see it uploading 

and then ‘Transcoding.’ 
 

 

 

 



Submitting the video 

Once the video is uploaded, you will see it 

as picture.   

 

Please Click the green button at the bottom 

‘Submit’  
 

Note: If you do not click submit, the 

videos will not be received by the 

debates team. 

 



Your debate has been uploaded! 

You will see in 

‘Review registrations’ 
the video is listed as 

‘Submit’. 
 

 

Your debate has 

been uploaded! 

 

 

 



Adjudication and feedback 

 

The video has been received by the debates team and will now be shared securely with 

the recruited adjudicator. 

  

Concern Debates team will then contact you by email within 72 hours with the result and 

feedback, once the adjudication process is complete.   

 

Both schools please retain a copy of the video until you have received your result 

and feedback.   

 



Questions? 

Keep an eye on our website for information on 

the motions and league table: 

https://www.concern.net/schools-and-

youth/debates 

 

Don’t forget to follow us! 
Twitter: 

@concerndebates  

 

Instagram: 

@concernactive 
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