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Welcome to Concern Debates: 40 Years in

40 Objects, an exhibition that celebrates

four decades of Concern Debates, Ireland’s
largest and longest running school debates
programme engaging over 85,000 people
since it began. A platform that has empowered
young people across Ireland to engage with
global issues, think critically, and develop
skills that will last a lifetime.

Since its founding, Concern Debates has
brought thousands of students, teachers,

volunteers, and communities together in ' w |
pursuit of meaningful dialogue. This exhibition v
tells that story through 40 objects, each one —
offering a window Into a moment, a memory,

or a milestone from the past 40 years.

From worn debate badges and handwritten notes to trophies, photographs, and
symbolic teaching tools, these items reveal the dedication, creativity, and impact of
everyone involved in the programme. Some objects reflect personal journeys, while
others highlight a connection to real world issues and Concern’s mission of ending
extreme poverty.

Together, they form a rich tapestry of voices, ideas, and experiences that have shaped
generations of changemakers, and continue to inspire the next.

We invite you to explore, reflect, and celebrate the powerful legacy of the Concern
Debates programme.
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